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employed by public corporations, only 160,000 were in the immediate service of the Federation (together with 900,000 in railway, postal and telegraph services), against 450,000 in the States and a like number in the municipalities, or unions of these.1 If the officials alone are counted and most of those employed in non-administrative services (e.g. street cleaning, etc.) omitted, there were 90,000 Reich officials as against 350,000 in State and 200,000 in municipal administration. If, as is justified from the point of view of the control of the positions, the whole number of the officials in the Hansa city-states be added to that of the other State officials, just half the total were to be considered as employed by the States, as against 12 per cent, by the Reich and 38 per cent, by the municipalities and corporations under the control of the States * The vast economicjactivities of the Central European state, of which the most important, railways and postal services, were federal functions, modified this ratio to a certain degree. But quite apart from the huge role of the municipalities, which in Germany usually controlled all public utilities, tramways, etc., there was also a huge amount of public ownership in fields where the States operated. In 1925, 10 per cent, of the coal production, 40 per cent, of that of salt, 76-8 per cent, of that of electricity, and two-thirds of the forests were controlled by the " public hand ", or, in the case of electricity, by corporations at least half of whose capital was supplied by the States.2 Such a position must be considered as more than sufficient to render State government one of the most important levers in German public life.
After Erzberger's financial reforms which had accompanied the Weimar Constitution, the States, with all their administrative influence, held a rather precarious position in the distribution of the public revenue. The actual distribution did not differ much from pre-War standards, certainly not so much 8 as was expected by Erzberger, who was influenced partly by the general Unitarian attitude of 1919, and partly by current expectations about the burden of reparations. The total public revenue in 1928 amounted to 13,000 million marks, out of which 5,600 million, i.e. 43 per cent., was allotted to the Federation, and the rest to the States and municipalities. In 1913, out of the total public
x These numbers are obtained by including half the employees of the Hansa city States (which fulfilled at the same time the functions of municipalities and of member states of the federation) in the State total, and the other half in the total of municipal employees.
2 Naphtalij op. dt.9 p. 59.                               s Erzberger, op, cit*9 p. 112,